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Section Corner Codes 

Used by Western Mapping Center and 
Rocky Mountain Mapping Center 
Codes used by Mid-Continent Mapping 
Center for the central states are different 
than those in the western states
Abbreviate what type of corner was found 
and the method used for positioning







Field Boards 
Section corner identification using plane 
tables and alidades
Manuscripts upon which additions and 
deletions were made  
This method was in practice until roughly 
1970
Codes or descriptions were written on the 
field boards as to what was found at a 
corner location.



D5 – Brass-Cap 
Photo-ID



Rock and Post 
Descriptions w/o 

Codes



Information Sheets 

A means by which field personnel 
could summarize names, features, 
landlines,  boundaries, in a graphic 
format 
Section corner information could be 
written out or coded depending on 
the mapping center doing the 
original work



N&I on Ortho Base

Brass-Cap Survey

Various Identification 
Methods



Paper N&I Sheet

Scribed Set-Stone 
Survey

No PLSS Codes



Photo-Identification 
The principal means by which section 
corners were identified from 
approximately 1970 onward.  
Photo-images were pinholed on the 
mapping aerial photos and sketches 
drawn on the back of the photos tying the 
corner location to the imagery.  
Codes or descriptions were written 
alongside the sketch and also summarized 
on the Information Sheet.



Front of Photo



Back of Photo



Quad Reports 

A field narrative in which the field 
personnel would mention anything 
out of the ordinary that would need 
to be addressed by subsequent 
mapping phases





PLSS Information Availability

This type of information is available 
for each 7.5-Minute quadrangle in 
PLSS States



Access to USGS’ PLSS 
Information

States west of and including
Texas
Colorado
Wyoming
Montana

Dale Benson
303-202-4394



Access to USGS’ PLSS 
Information

States east of and including
Louisiana
Oklahoma
Kansas
Nebraska
N & S Dakota

James (Terry) Felkerson
573-308-3725
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